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SOUTH FREMANTLE POWER STATION — SALE 

90. Dr D.J. HONEY to the Minister for Energy: 
I have a supplementary question. Surely, given the Premier’s commitment to gold-standard transparency, the 
public of Western Australia deserves to know about the sale of this asset and, in particular, any commitments made 
on behalf of the public of Western Australia. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON replied: 
What I say to the people of this state is that if the sale ever happens, the entire issues will be made public. There 
is no sale. The asset has not been disposed of. The process, properly, is being done by Synergy. Let me make it clear: 
Synergy does commercial transactions every day of the week. It is a commercial business. It does billion-dollar 
transactions. The idea that I would interfere in those commercial decisions is outrageous! You are asking for corrupt 
behaviour by me. I will not join you in supporting corrupt behaviour. You cannot ask a politician to interfere in 
a commercial decision. 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members! Members of the opposition! 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: What sort of government was the last lot? What did they do? Did they call people in and 
say, “Don’t do that; do this. Oh no, that’s the wrong deal; this is the best deal”? Let us go through it. Let us remember 
what happened when your government was in power—the Muja AB deal. An amount of $82 000 was paid by 
a company based in Geelong for a 50 per cent share in that agreement. Do members know how much was contributed 
by the people of this state? It was $320 million. Think about that, member. This is what you think is a good deal—
$82 000 for 50 per cent. 
Dr D.J. Honey interjected. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: No, it was not. 
Dr D.J. Honey interjected. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: No, that is not true. Day after day the member’s government came in here and denied the 
truth. It took us months and months to find out what happened. There was no transparency, just dishonesty. It was 
$82 000 for 50 per cent; $320 million for 50 per cent. That is the sort of behaviour. Then there was the deal for 
a project in Port Hedland when the government of Western Australia took a 27-year obligation from a gas-fired 
power station but did not buy any electricity. It did not buy any electricity! It took a 27-year obligation on a power 
station that stopped renewable energy getting into the grid, worth hundreds of millions of dollars, with direct political 
interference. I am not corrupt like that. I insist—I directed Synergy on this—that Synergy do this as a commercial 
decision, and when it completes its commercial transaction, it can tell me what is happening. 
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